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Flood Prevention, Water Control and Saving the Economy-The
Political Responsibility Must Not Forget
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On 25th December, 2010, Kaohsiung city and county will be merged into a new “Great Kaohsiung
City", whilst the 30-year-old Kaohsiung City Council successfully reached the milestones of the
times will have a brand new start along with the reorganization of Kaohsiung City. At the end of
present session is completed, I wish all the best to every councilor and the public, and hope we will
work together again to create a new horizon of Great Kaohsiung.

The organization of Kaohsiung City Council has undergone changes in different stages in Taiwan
from Kaohsiung City People's Political Council, Kaohsiung City Council (in the period of provincial
city), to Kaohsiung City Provisional Council (in the period of special municipality). No matter at
which stage, the Council was brought together eminent talents from all walks of life, and ready to
stand out for public interests. In 2010, in order to increase the overall city competitiveness in the
new picture of five municipal cities in Taiwan, last year the Kaohsiung City Council completed the
historical task, "Restructuring and Merger plan of Kaohsiung City and County". After the merger, in
addition to new development momentum, there are also new challenges coming ahead, particularly,
on aspects such as adjustments of personnel system in the newly merged organizations, planning
strategies for balanced development among regions and administrative performance on greater areas.

In the past 4 years, the city development focused on reshaping the new city environment
including the opening of the MRT, building bike paths and facilities, and hosting the World
Games 2009. Of course, the efforts gave the public a different life experience, yet the liabilities of
Kaohsiung increased, the family income decreased, the unemployment rate increased year by year,
and no improvement observed in investment environment. The City Government is the one to hold
responsible for the worrying prospects of Kaohsiung.

Before the end of the present session, Kaohsiung City was hit by the typhoon Fanapi which
lead to severe floods. The councilors immediately and fully dedicated to disaster relief in different
flooded areas collaborating with chiefs of villages and local residents. The spirit is admirable. The
flood exposed the gaps in the disaster relief planning of the City Government. After the merger of
the City and County, the challenges of disaster relief and prevention efforts will be more severe,
which were exactly the subjects questioned and reminded by most of the councilors in the council
general query. As the merger is coming soon, the council hope the City Government remember the
hard lesson learnt, take the political responsibility to strive to safeguard the families and assets of
people.
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Holistic View of Flood and Water Control Strategies in Greater Kaohsiung

JUFI Ll Ja A P A v e it e 745 20 e T SV » R S g
W& R SCAE 10 H JECHE AIEL I Be R st W - 5 19 25 30 5 S A R
SRR ISR I~ 25 B T BSOS A 5 i o i S AR

019 Jb HEME /K KNS G T - Ay [R - SRR RS A K
TAE - BRESZKBIRIA - A I3 WI20 BB AR a T A% )8
I > R EERRE — - R TV &0F - AE R 3 R
WEEE - LRI T & OF AR e /K AR - RSt
il A7 — {85 2 A ~ L OLRYSE B - KSR P /K FE A B
BBtk s #e s & - CRIARERE -

BRSE B H AR 2 Je e B 2 T 2 16 /K Y B B AR BB (19 3R
Gk - HiblAERE ~ Bk AR A SR 2 At T RpRR I 35 S fo 3
ABRBERENE - [ PR 25 St i b DR ESORT 3 55 R A7 0 P B G
bR/ - AR RSB AR R BCR EAR - DI EG/K TAE -

TEHR T BARE A o > FRAM ME R AT BR B K Ay #H S
B 7R M SRR AV EREE T AR IRIEE  [RIRF A RE 2 Mg it
TEZKEYEZEEME - FRAHERIGESS JIRRERATII SRR il — e W] DA
Kie e R 22 B 3T i R i -

Not long after typhoon Fanapi, which caused severe damage in the Greater
Kaohsiung area, typhoon Magi hit Taiwan in late October, resulting in heavy losses
in the Suao and Yilan areas. Both of these events indicate the extent to which
Taiwan is threatened by unexpected climate change, a serious subject that needs to
be addressed by local government.

Northern Kaohsiung was badly hit by flooding on September 19th. In thg wake
of that councilors dedicated themselves to disaster relief work and launched a
review to determine the cause of the flooding. One of the key factors has turned out
to be the fact the initial design of public construction projects invariably failed to
adequately take preventative measures to stop flooding. Kaohsiung City and County
will be merged at the end of this year and it is clear that the issue of flooding
facing Greater Kaohsiung will only be resolved by the government and the council
working closely together after the merger.

With this in mind it is now essential that we take a more holistic view of water
resources management, flood and water control in Greater Kaohsiung, in order to
provide a more secure living environment to local residents.

Many advanced countries in Europe, the US and Japan have invaluable
experience in the field of water control, from which we can learn much. This tends
to emphasize ecology, the sustainable development of water strategies and adopt a
proactive attitude towards the issue of climate change. There is also a need for the
central government to set up an integrated inter-departmental and interdisciplinary
group to plan policies with overall objectives and implement water control work.

Urban development should be undertaken in an environmentally sustainable
way. In addition to restoring the damaged environment, the importance of flood and
water control cannot be overemphasized.

We will strive to plan for the future and ensure our hometown is a reliable
fortress where the citizen’s of Kaohsiung can live in peace, assured that government
and council are doing everything they can to protect them and their property.
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