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ﬁ KAOHSIUNG CITY COUNCIL

Preface by Speaker of Kaohsiung City Counci 1 E:

BinE S55HAE

Chinese New Year Greetings & Best Wishes to Kaohsiung
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The splendid fireworks during Kaohsiung Lantern Festival heralded the beginning of 2010.
In my position as Speaker of Kaohsiung City Council I would like to take this opportunity to
wish local residents a Happy Chinese New Year on behalf of all city councilors and staff and
to wish everyone health, wealth and good fortune during the Year of the Tiger. My New Year’s
resolution for 2010 is to ensure that the quality of life enjoyed by the citizen’s of Kaohsiung
continues to improve under the guidance of the City Council and City Govemment.

The coming merger of Kaohsiung City and County in 2010 poses severe challenges for the
new government of Greater Kaohsiung. The birth of this new administrative body will require
considerable restructuring throughout Kaohsiung, and changes in the industrial environment.
However, unclearly defined development objectives will make it difficult to conduct city affairs
following the merger. I therefore urge Kaohsiung councilors and government to present an
official blue print for the future as the best way to explore the possibilities that await Greater
Kaohsiung.

The merger of Kaohsiung City and County will lead to an increase in total area, population
and diversity. We cannot rely on the annual Kaohsiung Lantern Festival to attract visitors,
nor expect beautifying the city to boost consumption and the tourist industry. We need a
comprehensive industrial development strategy to optimize the benefits offered by Kaohsiung
Harbor and to enhance our competitiveness in industries such as software development, green
energy, yacht manufacturing, and seniors-oriented services. These are some of the areas that
will underwrite the future prosperity of Kaohsiung.

Over the past few years, Kaohsiung City Government has made great efforts to improve
the way the city looks and feels, including a landscape renewal of the Kaohsiung Harbor area,
but this has so far failed to generate increased tourism revenue. This can be attributed to a lack
of ambition and failure to initiate cross-strait communications or explore international markets.
At the beginning of 2010 a delegation from Kaohsiung City Council visited Beijing and
Shanghai to promote trade, industry and business opportunities in the tourism sector in Great
Kaohsiung, whilst also exchanging experiences in education and cultural affairs. Each visit
helps to break the ice and leads to infinite possibilities. We are confident that more tourists from
Mainland China will visit Kaohsiung over the coming year and that will help to revitalize local
tourism and bring a range of new business opportunities for Kaohsiung.
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Unshakable Determination to Defend the Environment
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In recent years, the global environment has deteriorated rapidly and we have witnessed a
series of catastrophic natural disasters caused by local climate change in different places all
around the world. Against this backdrop many countries have sought to devise ways to mitigate
the global warming crisis.

Our Government has designated 2010 Energy Saving & Carbon Reduction Year and the
Executive Yuan has proposed ten benchmark projects to lead Taiwan towards a green future.
However, it is more than likely that high energy consuming industries such as private sector
steel and petrochemical operators or even state own businesses such as TaiPower and the CPC
will use their considerable influence and financial resources to lobby against these proposals.
The courage and determination of the government could well be shaken by such opposition and
there is a real possibility its plans could be shelved.

Many industrial cities in different countries are looking for alternative energy sources and
enhance their competitiveness through industrial transformation. This is exactly the critical
challenge Kaohsiung faces right now. The creation of Greater Kaohsiung will be a reality
by the end of the year. With this in mind municipal planners with environmental thinking
should be developing policies based on sustainable development. This is far more practical
than endangering the environment and people’s health by allowing our beautiful hometown to
coexist with the high polluting industries.

The area covered by Greater Kaohsiung will present a serious challenge to zoning
regulations and planning. The CPC’s Kaohsiung Refinery will be the new central point of
Greater Kaohsiung but the CPC has polluted the area for decades. As such, the plant relocation

scheduled for 2015 is a critical and non-negotiable indication of intent. With that in mind, we
are deeply concerned at suggestions in some quarters that the postponement of the relocation k

could become a bargaining chip in the coming elections. Should that occur, it will be a
testament to the short-sightedness of politicians unable to grasp sustainable development and
an example of a government reneging on a commitment to the people of Kaohsiung. .fh/{/'h’ L H
The councilors and staff of Kaohsiung City Council have long been concerned with the W W
environment and have closely monitored Kaohsiung City Government’s development of green
energy industries as part of a wider program to create a green city. Our determination to protect
the environment in Taiwan is sincere and unshakable. Let us hope the government has the
courage to take whatever actions are necessary for the benefit of the Earth and generations to 201042 A | 62 &8
come.
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Beef noodles are a famous and authentic Taiwanese dish and numerous local noodle shops offering
a huge variety of flavors. The annual Beef Noodle Festival sponsored by Taipei City Government has
become a popular event and the competition increases in size every year. It is not widely known but
noodles shops in the military dependents’ village in Zuoying also offer mouthwatering beef noodles
comparable in every way to the prize winners at the Beef Noodle Festival. Authentic northern Chinese
noodles are a must in a military dependents’ village. Delicious snacks are also available with the noodles.
Want to try out this uniquely Taiwanese cuisine? Let’s go to Tsuoying.
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