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The population of Great Kaohsiung after the county-city
merger will exceed 2.77 million with a total area of 2,946 square
kilometers, an expansion in scope that will pose challenges
for the new administration. However, the immediate task faced
by Kaohsiung City Government is the organizational change
required to facilitate the development of Great Kaohsiung. It is
therefore imperative that steps are taken right now to establish
a foundation for future growth and prosperity and these must
go further than self-congratulatory praise for the success of the
2009 World Games in Kaohsiung.

During recent interpellation session at the Council,
councilors have asked many questions concerning municipal
affairs as they relate to the county-city merger, industrial
transformation, urban environment and tourism. Particular
concern was expressed over the spendings on the Kaohsiung
MRT and the World Games.

Kaohsiung City is very proud of both the MRT and World
Games, two programs that received considerable support
from the Council. Indeed, the Council was instrumental in
securing financial support from the central government and
boosting morale. However, recent reports that the Kaohsiung

MRT is currently facing a financial crisis due to unexpectedly
low demand and kickbacks relating to the World Games, has
undermined support for Kaohsiung City Government from both
councilors and the public. Of particular disappointment was
the decision by city officials to shun the Council's invitation to
take questions from councilors. Such arrogance on the part of
the City Government and the failure of officials to recognize
their responsibility to the public has undermined recent positive
interaction between the Council and the City Government.

The 2009 World Games was a great success for the City
of Kaohsiung, following which the KOC stepped down. It is now
time for the City Government to take stock of its position and to
safeguard the public interest. This includes a thorough review
of the risk posed by the financial crisis at the Kaohsiung MRT.
It is absolutely essential that any necessary policy adjustments
are made now to ensure the smooth transfer of administrative
responsibilities to the post-merger Greater Kaohsiung
Government. This absolutely must take precedence of short
term electoral considerations.
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Kaohsiung used to be a heavy industrialized city
built on the foundation of such high-polluting industries
as petrochemicals, steelmaking and power generation.
As a result, the city has often figured highly in tables on
the undesirable consequences of development. Such
rankings have included an average carbon dioxide
emission per citizen of 34.74 tons — the highest in the
world, not to mention the highest pollution per unit area
in Taiwan. Kaohsiung did no better in specific areas
of pollution, with the air quality in Kaohsiung City-
Kaohsiung County-Pingtung County ranked the worst
in Taiwan according to the poor air quality index and
underground water and soil pollution in Kaohsiung City
and County the worst and second worst respectively.
In addition, development of heavy industries has posed
a serious health threat, specifically pollution-related
cancers, to residents in Houjing, Renwu, Dasheh,
Xiaogang and Linyuan. Investigations undertaken by
the Department of Health indicate that the average life
expectancy of a Kaohsiung resident is 4 years less than
that for a Taipei citizen. Clearly then, the resources and
effort deployed by Kaohsiung City in pursuit of national
economic development and prosperity has not rewarded
in terms of social equity and environmental justice.

Heavy industry pollution has long been identified as
a source of global climate change and warming. In 2007,
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
suggested that sea levels will rise by 18-59cm by 2100.
As an island, rising sea levels would have a devastating
impact on Taiwan and certainly Kaohsiung as the island’s
second largest city. There is no escape once we face
rapid and violent climate change and typhoon Morakot
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in 2009 was a clear warning. The figures make for stark
reading, Taiwan has the 22nd highest level of total carbon
emissions worldwide and the 16th in terms of carbon
dioxide emissions per person. These facts should further
raise our consciousness of environmental issues and
make the need for a change in policy self evident.

The United Nations Climate Change Conference,
including the 15th Conference of the Parties (COP
15) to the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change and 5th Meeting of the Parties (COP/
MOP 5) to the Kyoto Protocol, was held in December
in Copenhagen, Denmark. During the conference
a framework for climate change mitigation beyond
2012 was to be approved. Several councilors from
Kaohsiung City Council and municipal officials involved
in environmental issues were invited to participate in
the United Nations Climate Change Conference and
sessions of Local Governments for Sustainability (ICLEI).
It is hoped such involvement will better allow us to
understand where we are and what we can do to save
the environment through participation in international
gatherings. Furthermore, the city government is
expected to take a more proactive role than the central
government, proposing policies in municipal development
that demand substantial efforts to reduce emissions by
the major carbon emitting companies. Let us work hand
in hand to explore how Kaohsiung can transform itself
into a low carbon, healthy and safe city.
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