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TO LIVE IN HARMONY WITH NATURE

NEW ISSUES FOR THE KAOHSIUNG CITY-COUNTY MERGER
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The August 8th Flood caused catastrophic damage
throughout Southern Taiwan. Although Kaohsiung
City was largely unaffected, the coming merger with
Kaohsiung County now makes it imperative that the City
addresses related issues at the earliest possible moment.
Kaohsiung County covers a wide area of mountains, rural
and urban regions. This makes it absolutely essential that
Central and local governments use public land planning
programs to learn how to better live in harmony with
nature whilst still pursuing economic development. If the
flooding is found to have been the result of incompetence
on the part of local government, then it should take full
political responsibility.

Kaohsiung County was severely damaged by
flooding. Siaolin Village in Jiaxian Town was buried by
a mudslide during the typhoon, a situation that comes
about largely as a result of government negligence
regarding mountain resource and flood control planning.
Clearly, one of the first items of business following the
merger of Kaohsiung city and county will be work in
remote mountain areas, specifically the relocation of
those populations living in unsuitable environments,
the aim being to safeguard the lives and property of
residents.

The August 8th Flood had a severe impact on
domestic tourism. Several famous touristic spots in
Kaohsiung County were ruined overnight, roads collapsed
and hundreds of families lost not only their homes but
also their lives. Post-flood reconstruction requires an in-
depth review of topography, terrain features and changes

P =

in river channel patterns in accordance with public land
planning policy.

Those areas deemed unsuitable for human
habitation should be designated conservation sites by
the government. However, any programs for village
relocations require a package of related measures. As
long as residents are offered living conditions that improve
on their previous situation, it is likely they will be motivated
to accept the relocation.

After the Kaohsiung City-County merger in 2011,
Greater Kaohsiung will cover an area nearly 20 times
larger than the current size of Kaohsiung City, including
a hugely increased number of towns and villages in
mountains and on the coast. In this context, national land
planning needs to focus on the conservation of natural
resource and sustainable land use. We need to learn to
live in harmony with nature, rather than focusing only on
the needs of urban development and rural-urban resource
allocation.

Typhoon Morakot has given us an opportunity to think
long and hard about environmental issues. In addition to
improving flood control projects, the management of public
engineering programs that touch on safety issues also
needs to be improved. In this way, we can perhaps finally
take action that adding to the destruction of property and
life caused by natural disaster, through human oversight
and even collusion between politicians and business
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A Better Kaohsiung After the World Games
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The ending of the World Games 2009 symbolizes
a new role for Kaohsiung on the world stage and a
milestone in the transformation of Kaohsiung into a
better city.

During the World Games, athletes and tourists from
around the globe were kindly and courteously welcomed
by the people of Kaohsiung. The games also promoted
business and is thought to have generated an economic
stimulus worth more than NT$2 billion. Of even more
note, by hosting the World Games, the eyes of the
world were on Kaohsiung, clearly enhancing the city’s
international visibility.

The ending of the World Games marks the start
of efforts to transform Kaohsiung into an international
metropolis. In the past, Kaohsiung was considered
an industrial city but over the last few years the urban
landscape has changed dramatically under the joint
leadership of the city government and council. During
the World Games, people were surprised by the change
Kaohsiung has undergone as seen through the extensive
coverage of the opening and closing ceremonies and
various sporting events. Pride of place goes to the World
Games Arena, which was compared by the influential
New York Times to the Bird’s Nest Stadium used for the
Beijing Olympic Games. This is an achievement of which
not only Kaohsiung but all Taiwan can be proud.

EMETNRRER - BORE 18

The great success of World Games should of course
be celebrated, but the transformation and development
of Kaohsiung still requires a number of critical issues be
dealt with; economic recession, growing unemployment,
disputes over the development of Banping Mountain, the
relocation of Chinese Petroleum manufacturing sites,
cross straights trade and etc. In addition, Kaohsiung city
government should immediately designate competition
arenas in Zuo-Ying and Nan-Tze districts including the
World Games Arena, Dome Stadium, Lotus Pond, and
Kaohsiung Metropolitan Park, future sports tourism
venues.

Successfully hosting the World Games is just a
starting point. What is more important for the future is
that the City Government and Council reach a consensus
on the coming merger of Kaohsiung County and City. A
new vision is now indispensible in addressing allocation
and planning issues for industrial development and
zone planning in Kaohsiung. The future prosperity and
diversified development of the Great Kaohsiung should
also be based on green energy, environment protection
and low pollution urban industry as these offer new

opportunities for all. % 3 :
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