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Re-creating an investment environment,

==

I

accelerating economic development

The global financial crisis and the soaring price of
materials in the international markets discouraged investors.
The international inflation is another factor that increased
the economic pressure of residents in Kaohsiung City. These
factors have formed harsh challenges for Kaohsiung City to
complete its economic campaigns. In response, Kaohsiung
City Government should formulate strategies to re-create
investment environment that would attract industries to stay
in Kaohsiung. Then, more job opportunities will be created,
helping residents to survive the recession.

Kaohsiung City played an integral role in Taiwan’s
traditional industries, making significant contributions to
national economic development. While all industries are in
their transitions, and science parks in Hsinchu, Tainchung,
and Tainan are mature, Kaohsiung is struggling with its urban
development. This has depressed consumer consumption and
real estate. At this juncture moment “economic development”
should interpret into the City Government fulfilling its hi-
tech industrial development policies rather than a slogan.

In recent years, many important infrastructure projects
have been completed, for example, the Kaohsiung MRT,
and World Games Arena. Kaohsiung City Government
should make the best of these advantages and invest in local
industries and tourism before the World Games 2009 so as to
revitalize industrial development and the city.

In depressions, a city government that pays extra attention

to caring the minorities is exactly what residents need.
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A new opportunity
to become an international city

Technology development has advanced our civilizations
but also polluted our environment. In recent years, the social,
political, economic, and cultural climates have been changing
globally, and every country has developed new mindsets
for lifestyles, industrial and ecological issues. Major cities
in many advanced countries are going through transitions,
pursuing sustainable urban development.

Kaohsiung used to be the largest industrial city in Taiwan,
contributing significantly to Taiwan's economic boom. As
the Ministry of Economic Affairs reiterates its commitment
to move the China Petroleum Corporation (CPC) refinery
plant elsewhere, we expect that after the refinery is moved,
Kaohsiung will share its experiences of industrial transition,
environmental recovery, and land reuse with other cities, and
become a role model for all industrial cities in transition.

Kaohsiung City will host the World Games next year.
Coincidentally, Duisburg in Germany, the last hosting city
of World Games used to be an industrial city too. Duisburg
relied on iron and steel industry at its earliest stage of
development, when the industry was declining, Duisburg
grasped the opportunity for transition. At the last World
Game, Duisburg impressed all participants and visitors. As
a resident in Kaohsiung, I certainly hope that the organizing
of World Games 2009 will be a new drive for the urban
development of Kaohsiung.

The construction of World Games Arena is nearing
completion, and everyone in Taiwan is anticipating the arena.
The project of improving the neighborhood however is not
as successful as expected, especially the construction that
integrates the walls of the accommodation for CPC employees
to the international arena. Redesigning the walls may be
a small step for Kaohsiung, but it is a major breakthrough
for Kaohsiung to become an important international city
and to provide local residents global mindset. We must not
underestimate the value of the project.

This issue shares with the readers how Germany
transformed Ruhrgebiet into an ecological city using blue
and green belt network system. I expect the city government
to have comprehensive plans for the site of CPC refinery.
After the refinery is moved, the site should be designed to
deliver new values, technologies, opportunities, and living
environments. The site can present a bright future for local
development and elevate the international mindset and

competitiveness of Kaohsiung City.
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City Showcase

Nothing Comes Close to
Erling Market
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When it comes to the most popular market in Siaogang District, you cannot miss Erling Market
located nearby Lane 176 of Erling Road and Yongyi Street. As being one of the old traditional markets
in Siaogang, it is always open from 8 a.m. till 1 p.m. Hundreds of mobile street vendors swarms into the
market. What can you buy in the market? You name it, they sell it, and...at affordable prices! The locals
all know that Erling Market is exactly the place for one-stop shopping.

Erling Market has been around for slightly more than 30 years. According to the locals, there
were only sugarcane farms in the vicinity of the market, so only a minuscule number of street vendors
did business with the residents. Later on, when Siaogang started to industrialize, an increasing number
of itinerant street vendors were drawn to Erling Market. In recent years, the residential districts have
mushroomed in the neighbourhood bringing in more business opportunities in Erling Market which

results in the peculiar view of street vendors peddling in the middle of streets.
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Seasonal and Fresh

It is heartwarming to see Miss Chen Sioufong sit in a corner of
the market and her hearty laughter. With her adroit knife techniques,
she can de-vain fish quickly and precisely, but she is actually more of
a mullet-roe seller. It has been more than 20 years since Chen started
her fishmonger business in Hongmao Harbour and then moved to
Erling Market later on. She is mainly a wholesaler and at the same time
a retailer. Chen, feeling proud, told us that she only sold wild mullet
roe from Taiwan which is exclusively available during lunar October to
December. Her regular patrons of mullet-roe lovers, make early orders
so as not to miss out on this annual feast.

Apart from seasonal mullet roe, there is another local delicacy,
Caoya (a place in Kaohsiung) vegetarian dumplings with peanuts, in
limited supply. The stand that sells Caoya dumplings with peanuts
catches no one’s eyes, but it has been the source of good food and

stamina for labourers in the area. The owner of the stand, Miss
Jheng, said in order to feed labourers who need to consume more,
the dumplings she made were big in size and

enough in the volume of peanuts. To ensure the
quality of the dumplings, she handmakes
all the dumplings, which come in limited

supply.
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Soy Braising Brings the Best in Food

On the stand, a wide range of food selection (nearly 20
items), from braised pork knuckles to braised pork ribs, is all
prepared by the stand owner, Miss Huang. According to Huang,
for the 20 years of doing business in the market, she has
never stopped her routine, getting up at 4 or 5 every morning
to prepare the food for sale. From selecting ingredients to
cooking, for her, ‘quality’ is the best policy. Even in the face of
severe inflation for the past few years, she refuses to give short
weight by adopting the traditional method from her mother
to cook the braising sauce, nothing more; nothing less. Her
perseverance has won herself a title ‘The Braising Queen’ in

Erling Market.
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Local Delicacies

When you walk into Erling Road, you can see many street
vendors along the road. This is the authentic ‘food court’ in Erling
Market. Here, you can buy rice porridge, a variety of rice and noodle
dishes, deep-fried meatballs, stir-fried rice vermicelli, stir-fried
noodles, glutinous rice dumplings, steamed rice cakes, etc. It has
been estimated that approximately slightly over 20 street vendors
peddle all sorts of traditional Taiwanese gourmet food here. Erling
Market is also the most recommended spot by the locals.

Also, among the wide variety of food delights, there is
something you can definitely not miss out: deep-fried meatballs.
Opening his meatball shop on Taiwan’s Retrocession Day in 1981,
shop owner Mr. Wu sticks to the traditional way of preparing and
cooking the dishes on the menu including deep-fried meatballs,
glutinous rice stuffed in bamboo tubes, and herbal tonics soup.
Everything is made fresh. The shop specialty is deep-fried meatballs,
which are deep fried at medium heat before served with garlic paste.
The wrappers of the meatballs are crispy and the fillings are as
delicious as they taste. Mr. Wu’'s shop does not have a sign, yet it is

one of the favourite shops for gourmets.
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