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Support the Expansion of Domestic Demand,
Strengthen Urban Constructions

<&RFE> Speaker of kaohsiung City Council

==
5]

sl 5 = ) B 8

FAX

Regarding the Executive Yuan’s promulgation of
“Strengthen Regional Constructions, Expand Domestic
Demand Program”, Kaohsiung City has received
$3,780,000,000 in special subsidies. Though it happened
while the city council was adjourned, I still conforming to
the city government’s urgent need, had launched enthusiastic
negotiations with the government administrative parties.
They had, at the first occasion, agreed that the Kaohsiung
City Government would pay the fund in advance in order to
enhance the budget implementation efficiency and achieve
the important goal of leading the city into construction
development and advancement as soon as possible. They
are now waiting to be summoned to the regular assembly
in regard to the examination procedure. This process has
reflected the Kaohsiung City Council’s basic attitude: “Priority
for Residents, Support the Expansion of Domestic Demand”.

Every year, June to October is Taiwan’s flood prevention
period, and we must not relax concerning heavy rain
preparations. Looking upon the specific $3,800,000,000 funds
for expanding domestic demand, the councilmen and I who
attended the government administrative party negotiations
had agreed to request the city government to immediately
open all-round examinations regarding flood prevention
and water control projects. They include increasing the
flood detention design at the wetlands of Banpingshan and
Shoushan, and handling project contracting and budget
implementation time to be completed within a year, with
the aim of guaranteeing the safety of residents’ lives and
properties.

Specifically under climatic changes, flood prevention
and water control are urgent all-level governmental measures.
Apart from ensuring effective construction on the flood-
prone Sanming district, the city government’s related units
must also pay proper attention to project quality to get
Kaohsiung residents out of the flood turmoil. The Kaohsiung
City Council will stand in the first line to play a surveillance
role, to keep an eye fixed on the implementation efficiency of
expanding the domestic demand program.

In the coming year, the Kaohsiung mass rapid transit
and comprehensive Kaohsiung Arena will be finished, one
after the other, strongly influencing Kaohsiung’s urban
development. Besides having to make a greater effort in
terms of the economy, Kaohsiung city should continue to find
ways to win over various major constructions, and abandon
political opposition and personal prejudice to seek the best
proposals. They include such issues as mainlanders coming
over to Taiwan and fixed-points direct flights. The city
government should exercise greater assertiveness, and the

legislative body would then be able to give its fullest support.
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Protect and Cherish Banping Mountain

Kaohsiung City Council

<Bl#EKF> Foreword of the Deputy Speaker

=

Since the launch of Taiwan High Speed Railway and
Kaohsiung MRT, the importance of regional development
in northern Kaohsiung has surfaced. Located in northern
Kaohsiung are Banping Mountain and World Games arena.
The ecological environment in Banping Mountain and the
landscapes around the World Games arena are crucial to
the design of an ecological corridor in Kaohsiung City,
and certainly rely on our resolution to create a sustainable
environment.

Banping Mountain and a nearby lotus pond marked one
of the eight attractions in Kaohsiung and delivered tourists
the first impression of Kaohsiung. In the last decades, mining
and petroleum industries have destructed and polluted
Banping Mountain. Green mountains were devastated and
ecological diversity was ignored. Recently, mining is stopped,
ecological system is restored, and a wetland park by Banping
Lake is opened. The public is finally given an opportunity to
appreciate the beauty of the mountains. Before the ecological
restoration succeeds, cement industry proposes to exhaust the
mines. If the government agrees such development program
without careful and comprehensive assessment, how will
ngture revive?

Around Banping Mountain is a populous area with
strong development potential. When China Petroleum
Corporation fulfils its promise to move its refinery plants
elsewhere, the original site will be free from the pollution
of petroleum industry and be given an opportunity of
make over. Likewise, Banping Mountain needs more than
economy-oriented development programs, but a development
direction that put the future of Kaohsiung into consideration.
With such direction, the rapid urban development will not
come at the expense of nature and Banping Mountain, rather,
the direction will turn Banping Mountain into an important
landmark for a green city.

We care about the future of Kaohsiung City. What
the role of Banping Mountain and its vicinity is and how
to develop the area after CPC leaves and mining stops are
important issues that request the government to come up
with a comprehensive regional development program. We
expect the government to preserve ecology and protect
residents while returning the rights to appreciate and enjoy
Banping Mountain to residents. I would like to invite all to
join us to protect Banping Mountain as well as the beautiful

living environment in Kaohsiung.
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Kaohsiung Mass Rapid Transit and the Kaohsiung Arena

have detonated the Yuchen Commercial Zone
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In the past, Kaohsiung City’s traditional
department store commercial zones were basically
located at southern part of Kaohsiung, from the
early Daxin Department Store at Yancheng District,
President Department Store, Talee Department Store,

and Sinjyuejiang at Sinsing District, to Far Eastern

.\
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Department Store, Shin
Kong Mitsukoshi Department Store, SOGO

Department Store and even Dream Mall are such
examples. But following the operation of KMRT to traffic
and the opening of Hanshin Arena at July this year, they
have finally detonated the Yuchen Commercial Zone’
s energy that had been accumulated for many years.
The station R14 near Hanchin Arena has burst out
the greatest number of people going in and out during
the holidays, a biggest human tide ever recorded for
the entire rapid transit line. What charm does Yuchen
Commercial Zone actually have? We might as well
come to experience it ourselves.

Taking the KMRT, once you step out of station
R14 is the center of Yuchen Commercial Zone. Right
before your eyes, besides the heavy traffic of Boai
Road, you will see the unique Kaohsiung Arena
model across the spacious playing field of Kaohsiung
Municipal Sanmin Home Economics & Commerce
Vocational High School, of which it is so eye catching

among passersby.
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Also located at Aozihdi, but Yucheng Commercial
Zone is entirely different from Nung 16 new
development zone. Although it is also occupied with

tall buildings, but its lifestyle functionality is much

City Showcase

convenient. Toward its western side is the Art Museum
area; and toward its eastern side is the riverbank
community being agglomerated with residence houses.
The population structure is younger than that in
southern part of Kaohsiung City and there is a relatively
huge population of out-dinners. This has therefore:
created a big round up of Yuchen Commercial Zone’
s food and beverage industry, including a plentiful of
fine delicacies, noodle stalls and characterized cuisines
capable to fulfill the community residents’ needs. Due to
lifestyle conveniences, it has made Zuoying to leap as
one of Kaohsiung’s fastest population growing districts.
Coupled with the recent development of Nung 16 and
the Neiwei Park within the Art Museum which also
have to rely on Yuchen Commercial Zone for lifestyle
conveniences, so, as soon as KMRT is opened to
traffic, the Yuchen Commercial Zone has immediately

caused much attention to public.
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The popular Rueifong Night
Market

In fact, before the opening of Hanshin Arena,
Yuchen Commercial Zone had already been a
relatively matured commercial zone in functionality.
Among them, the Rueifong Night Market at Nanping
Road, being bestowed upon by Kaohsiung's fast
population growth in recent years, its scale has been
expanding day by day with business being extended
to five days weekly from the formal two days weekly.
When evening comes, both human and vehicle tides
will show up altogether to help business hour at that
place to linger on after midnight, and agglomerate a
huge business opportunity there.

The most outstanding characteristic of Rueifong
Night Market is its youth oriented and multi-
dimensional fine foods. Unlike other traditional night
markets, Rueifong Night Market has a large variety
of stalls ranging from clothing, snack, and game to
fortune telling, all at one place. The commodities are
catered for the tastes of youngsters and its popularity
is comparable to Sinjyuejiang Commercial Zone.

Therefore, it has attracted a large number of attractive

young girls and cool men in search of fashion at that

place.

Although Rueifong’s snacks are quite different
from traditional tastes found at Liouhe Night Market,
but it has brought in much more variety of delicacies,
from Japanese’s hot and spicy fish roe, salty and crispy
mushroom, gratinated potato, Korean kimchi stinky
tofu, sweetened gourd to fragrant and crispy potato
chip, as well as Mongolian barbecue. All that you have
and never have heard of, they are worth trying out and
exploring at Rueifong Night Market. This has become

one of the greatest selling points of that place.
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City Showcase

An experience of delicacies at Yuchen
Road

Unlike experiencing delicacies at city-gathered
street vendors, the surrounding area of Yuchen Road
section on eastern side of Boai Road is the most
densely populated place mostly occupied by north
Kaohsiung’s food and beverage industry. As it is a
recently developed emerging district, thus, many
shop owners have built up a relatively good dining
environment there. Among them, there are several
upscale restaurants and dining houses suitable for
family within close range. They include the renowned
Da Ba Japanese Food Restaurant, Shantou Hot Pot,
shark’s fin feast to Smokey Joe’s Rib House & Pub that
serves mainly Mexican meals, Chinese tea houses,
Japanese-style barbecue, and Western-style foreign
inns, etc. Yuchen Commercial Zone has solemnly
become the most seek after place for Kaohsiung City’s

food and beverage industry.
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The magnetic attraction of the

Kaohsiung Arean

The inauguration of Kaohsiung’s Hanshin Arena
in mid-July of the year has undoubtedly detonated
the charm of Yuchen Commercial Zone. The main
reason is that Hanshin Arena has beheld a power of
being north Kaohsiung’s first large-scale department
store, and this has created an enormous effect as in
formal days, Kaohsiung City’s department stores were
mostly grouped at southern part of Kaohsiung. Though
KMRT has brought in relatively conveniences, but
Hanshin Arena has gained good supports from much
younger and white-collar population in northern part
of Kaohsiung, and naturally, possesses a supergtar
posture as soon as it is inaugurated.

The power of “Big Egg”’(Kaoshiung Arena) is
certainly not limited to this. The Arena’s main theme
construction - the “Modernized Comprehensive
Stadium” is scheduled to get its application license
before September 15 as to coordinate with the holding
of the World Games 2009’s warm-up matches. Amid the
initial opening of the department store, entrepreneurs,
meanwhile, have also started to speed up their interior
decoration and green up processes, and install chairs

and tables to get the Kaohsiung Arena into operation.

A BEBIEFZER BERRERN - (BWE/MER)

The Kaohsiung Arena has a total floor area
of 120,000 pings(396,000 m2), the playing field is
capable to hold 15,000 man-seats each time, and it
is affiliated with such facilities as shopping hall and
swimming pool, etc. The entrepreneurs are entitled for
a 50-year management right. Meanwhile, the indoor
accommodation is able to provide different sports and
athletic competitions, concerts and other activities. It is
expected to display a much greater strength when it is

being used then.
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Councilors looking into the problems

Following the development of Yuchen Commercial
Zone, the Kaohsiung City Government has also got in
for large-scale construction to widen sidewalks on both
sides of Yuchen Road. At such, it has cancelled many
parking spaces, thereby bringing up the already serious
parking space insufficiency problem for automobiles
and motorcycles. This has caused resentment outrages
among residents as they have been tolerating it for
many years.

Councilor Huang Shu-mei pointed that Shihcyuan,
Mingcheng and Yuchen are Kaohsiung City’s major
commercial zones. The traffic lanes and parking
spaces have originally being insufficient, and yet the
government has done large-scale construction to widen
sidewalks, and thereby constricting the vehicle driving
spaces. The government has spent big money on
construction but has adversely, brought up a big traffic
jam instead.

Councilor Lian Li-jian indicated that Kaohsiung
City Government’s acts on constricting traffic lanes
and reducing parking spaces are a mean to encourage
reisdents to take public transportation facilities.
However, there are currently only two KMRT lines in
Kaohsiung City and yet the public bus transportation is
not convenient. The residents will not change to take
public transportation for the sake of this, and on the

contrary, it will worsen the city’s transportation situation.
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