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Spring Has Sprung at the Rejuvenated
Harbor of Kaohsiung

<&ERRF> Speaker of kaohsiung City Council

SIS

In the spring months of March and April, as it’
s getting warmer, flowers are blooming, the Red Line
of the Kaohsiung MRT has begun to operate, and the
presidential election has just ended, Kaohsiung City
is expecting a beginning with something different.
At this moment, we hope to see more understanding,
harmony, and toleration in Taiwan’s society. Standing
at the front line of the public opinion, Kaohsiung City
Council will continue putting the city’s development
as the priority and, at the same time, help to promote
cross-strait interactions and exchanges to bring new life
to the city’s economy and tourism so that the residents
of Kaohsiung City can harvest the fruits of the city’s
development.

Kaohsiung used to be one of the world’s top
three container harbors and enjoyed a lot of prosperity
brought by its harbor traffic. Over the years, however,
with the changes in the overall economic condition,
local industries relocating abroad, job opportunities
on the decrease, the city has experienced a downswing
in industrial productivity and consumption strength
despite the several major development projects
implemented by the city government these years to
reshape the city.

In addition to tourism and leisure, there are
other factors to be taken into consideration in a city’
s development, such as industrial and economic
development and employment-related issues. And of
course, it also includes matters that involve issues such
as policies and structural factors. Faced by the trend
of globalization, Kaohsiung City must spot and grasp
chances for a brand-new development to make itself a
better place.
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Environment-friendly, energetic Kaohsiung

The idea of energy saving and eco-friendliness
is coming as a trend in modern life. This March, as
the red line of Kaohsiung MRT began operation to
provide residents with more convenient, rapid mass
transportation service, Kaohsiung’s traffic development
has turned a new chapter.

The geographic shape of Kaohsiung City is long
and narrow. In contrast to the inner city, which used to
be Kaohsiung’s metropolitan area, Siaogang District,
Chianjhen District, and Nanzih District were clustered
with highly pollutant, energy-consuming, high COz
emitting industries, depriving residents of the prosperity
of the city’s development and posing pollution-induced
health threats instead.

The red line of Kaohsiung MRT connects Nanzih
Houjing District, Nanzih Processing Zone, factory of
Chinese Petroleum Corporation (CPC), downtown, and
Kaohsiung International Airport. The convenient north-
to-south public transport system has brought lights to
the development of northern Kaohsiung and southern
Kaohsiung, which used to be considered suburban areas.
However, it still takes an enough passenger flow to keep
the operation of the MRT as well as local development.
What's more important is that highly polluting industries,
such as the CPC refinery, are still hindering the
development of the areas.

We hope to invite the participation of more
residents to promote the city’s redevelopment to meet
modern needs, develop eco-friendly, less CO2 emittiﬁg
industries, create an economy that strikes a balance
between development and environmental protection.
In addition, we hope the MRT and the relocation of the
CPC refinery can attract more people and bring more
economic opportunities to the area to make Kaohsiung

City a model of regional sustainable development.
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With the best location, Guomin Citizen market has always prospered
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Guomin Citizen Market, a traditional market
located close to Kaohsiung City Government, and
between Cingnian Road and Lingya Road, has always
been a prosperous market. It stands at the centre of the
city; the neighbouring Jhongsiao Night Market, where
there are many restaurants and street vendors, help
to attract customers. The prosperity of Guomin Market
is ever-lasting and it was crowned the most profitable
traditional market! Like other traditional markets,
Guomin Market faces the threats of a depressed
economy and the recent emergence of hypermarkets,
but it still has much business potential, mainly because
of its location.

Built in 1955, Guomin Market is over 50 years
old. According to Mr. Hsieh Rong-Sien, Chairman
of Kaohsiung Joint Public Market Autonomous
Management Association, since many Japanese
companies stationed in the Kaohsiung Processing
Zone had their employee accommodations set up
near Guomin Market, some stores in Citizen Market
sold food or seasonings imported from Japan, and
this helped to differentiate Guomin Market from other

traditional markets.
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Mr. Jiang Yuan-Bao, Chairman of Guomin Market Autonomous Body, has been living in the neighbourhood for decades,

and took us to some special vendors in the Market, hoping this report would recall the public’'s fond memories of traditional
markets. Vendors in the traditional markets have their own personal histories and are very hospitable. Their hard work

continues to earn them an irreplaceable position in the market.
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Fish balls are always popular in traditional markets. Mr. and Mrs. Shen Kun-shan invented squid balls, cuttlefish balls,

sailfish tempura, fish-fry balls, mushroom meatballs, and shrimp balls. Shen’s products have no preservatives, and are not
bleached. His famous squid balls are made of minced mushrooms, squid and shrimps. The freshness can be tasted in just
one bite. All products in his shop are hand made, and his seafood balls taste so good that his shop is always crowded with

customers. Visitors who like seafood balls should not miss his store.
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Besides the traditional pork vendors, a young lady was spotted selling Eisbein (German-style boiled pork knuckle). The
recipe of the special sauce for Eisbein was acquired by Ms. Wu’s husband during his visit to Germany. Ms. Wu'’s Eisbein has

become popular with many customers within the short period of five years. Traditional markets are actually comprehensive;

local cuisines and exotic cuisines can all earn profits here, as long as they taste good.
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Do you know that pamelo peel can be served as

sweets? Have you ever taste sugar-marinated oranges?
These sweets do not have brands, and the recipes
are passed down from old times. Senior, and middle-
aged shoppers share the same craving for these sweets
because they taste of childhood memories. Chen Ming-yu,
Chairperson of Guomin Market Autonomous Association,
said proudly that the sweets represent an “extinct version”
because they cannot be found elsewhere. Mr. Lin, who still
sells these traditional desserts, gets up very early in the
morning to make them, as he had for the past forty years.
He learned these recipes at the age of thirteen. Traditional
Taiwanese desserts, such as almond crisp, peanut crisp,
and sesame crisp can be found with Lin’s trademark and
his specific red labels. Crystal sugar can be found here
too. In the past, these sweets were simply wrapped in
plastic bags. Today, red labels are used to indicate different
flavours of the sweets and are sold in plastic containers. In
addition to Mr. Lin’s sweets, a special product is only sold
during special times. During the Tomb Sweeping season,
Mrs. Lin will make and sell wrapping for spring rolls. She
flings the dough and places it gently on a heated iron plate
and the dough slices become spring roll wrappings. It
requires some skill and expertise to survive in traditional

markets.
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In the 1960s and 1970s, many Japanese
companies set up branches in the Kaohsiung
Processing Zone and many Japanese families moved
to Kaohsiung. Since their accommodations were
close to Guomin Market, this is where they did their
grocery shopping. Fong Nien Food Store started its
business decades ago, selling Japanese food. Lu
Fongnien, owner of Fong Nien, used to compete with
his relatives who owned a neighbouring store, but the
competition ended when the neighbours moved to
another country and sold the store to the current owner.
Lu is very proud of what he imports, and believes that
even department stores
in Taiwan with Japanese
investors do not have the
Japanese brands he has.
Lu’s customers range
from Japanese customers,
Japanese restaurants,
and wholesalers selling

Japanese products. Some
cooking instructors also
come to Lu’s shop for
Japanese products that
cannot be found elsewhere.
Mrs. Lu showed us a piece
of newspaper released in
1990 when the shop was
reported on years ago.
Compared to the picture
in the newspaper, the
shop and its owners did
not change much, but it
is apparently much older than the convenience store
next door. Old stores in traditional markets may not
appeal to visitors, but are still preferred by housewives
who shop at the traditional market on a regular basis.
This is like the emotions of engineers and construction
workers, who may anticipate the completion of a new
building, but are more related to the dusty and grey
concrete framework.
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