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Much anticipated by the whole country, the World Game
IWCA flag is finally due to arrive in Kaohsiung. As it
approaches, Kaohsiung City is wholly responsible to
complete important construction projects such as the MRT
and sports parks, so that the harbor city can make an
excellent impression on the world!

It's not only the first time for Kaohsiung, but for Taiwan
itself, to host a world-class sports event. The six-member
delegation fielded to receive the IWCA flag in Duisburg,
Germany includes Kaohsiung Deputy Mayor Chi-mai Chen
and a delegation of city councilors. In addition to receiving
the IWGA flag, their mission also includes watching and
learning from the city, in order to accumulate experience at
staging such events, which will greatly benefit Kaonsiung
Council.

In the past, most international conferences and events
in Taiwan took place in the northern parts, so on one hand,
“World Games 2009 in Kaohsiung” proves that the
Kaohsiung City Government and the Council are really
concerned for the citizens, and that the great achievements
of city construction can be truly praised. On the other hand,
however, staging international events requires that the City
call forth all of its energy to carry out construction projects.
What would take ten years to accomplish at the normal rate
of progress must now be cut to four years of work. Although
it may be the toughest test ever taken by Kaohsiung City
Government, it serves as an opportunity for the City to grow
rapidly, but only if the Government can make the most of its
resources and time to build Kaohsiung into a future
international harbor city.
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Kaohsiung City remains susceptible to strong winds and
heavy rains during the typhoon season in summer. So the
authorities concerned have the duty to reinforce the
precautionary warning system and maintain good
communication with the pubic when confronted by disasters.
Typhoon Haitang left street trees and parks in havoc. While the
shallow-root type of trees may be to blame, the authorities
concerned should also be held responsible for failing to trim
the leaves properly. Therefore, the trimming work must always
be well executed.

While Haitang did not cause casualties in Kaohsiung City, it
did leave thousands of street trees uprooted, some areas
suffering water outages or shortages, and beaches strewn with
floating waste. For the City to recover and transportation to
resume, the authorities concerned should immediately carry
out cleaning-up and disinfection work. The emergency
operation center should propose immediate measures
concerning different disaster conditions to improve follow-up
recovery work, so that the living conditions of Kaohsiung
citizens can be restored as soon as possible.

In some areas of Zuo-Nan, especially the households
located at the end of the outgoing water pipelines, had been a
12-day water cut because of the silted and polluted water inlet.
The Water Corporation should be more flexible in dealing with
water supply, and should inform the public so that the citizens
can store water in advance of possible curtailments of delivery.
Meanwhile, it should take precautions against water outage
problems, as in Taoyuan County's case, and enact emergency
measures to prevent such nightmare scenarios from recurring.
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